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Fire prevention is something that should be practiced every day, both at work and at home. Taking a few
moments to identify potential fire hazards and correct them can help prevent injuries, property damage,
and even loss of life. The best approach is simple: look around, think about potential risks, and take action
before a fire starts.

At work, begin by ensuring that flammable materials such as gasoline, oil-based paints, thinners, and
degreasers are stored properly. Whenever welding, cutting, grinding, or performing any task that creates
sparks or open flames, make sure there are no flammable materials nearby. Know the locations of fire
extinguishers before an emergency occurs, and understand when and how to use them correctly. Using
the wrong type of extinguisher can make a fire worse. Regularly inspect fire-fighting equipment and
ensure emergency phone numbers are clearly posted and accessible.

At home, many serious fires occur when people are least prepared, often during the night. Smoking
materials are a common cause of house fires, so never smoke in bed or leave a lit cigarette unattended.
Wood stoves and fireplaces can also create fire hazards if they are not properly maintained. Have
chimneys and flues professionally inspected, make sure flues are fully open while fires are burning, and
keep a fire extinguisher readily available in the kitchen. Smoke detectors should be installed on every
level of the home, tested monthly, and equipped with fresh batteries at least twice a year.

Many fires can be prevented with proper planning and awareness. By routinely checking your workplace
and home for fire hazards and addressing them promptly, you can greatly reduce the risk of a fire. Fire
prevention is not a one-time effort—it is a daily responsibility. After all, preventing a fire is far easier than
trying to stop one.

Safety Reminder: Take a few minutes each day to identify and eliminate fire hazards
—preventing a fire is always easier than fighting one.
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